
Portola Valley's Open Spaces

Dorothy Ford Park Open Space 
Size: 7.67 acres, including the baseball field 
Trails: 0.7 mile creek trail and paved 
walking/jogging/bicycle path loop.  
Features: Quiet, shady creekside trail 
dominated by two magnificent Valley Oaks. 
Access: Parking at Ford Field parking lot  
Acquired by the Town and with a gift by Tom Ford in 
memory  of his mother

Frog Pond Open Space 
Size: 6 acres adjacent to Corte Madera School 
Features: Provides students at Corte Madera School 
the opportunity to study the pond’s natural history
Access: Parking at Corte Madera School 
Deeded to the Town by the Portola Valley Ranch Subdivision

Coal Mine Ridge and Blue Oaks Trails 
Size: 544 acres of open space on Blue Oaks and Portola Valley 
Ranch Subdivisions with easements for public trails
Trails: 15 miles of public trails
Features: Bay views from grassy ridges with shaded walks through 
oak woodlands and chaparral canyons
Access: Parking at Willowbrook-Alpine Road  intersection and from 
various locations in Blue Oaks & Portola Valley Ranch subdivisions. 
Town owns deeded trails and open space easements in these subdivisions

Shady Trail Open Space 
Size: Small open space along Shady Trail 
Trails: 0.8 mile Shady Trail 
Features: Quiet, shaded canyon next to a  seasonal 
creek. Excellent for bird watching any time of year. 
Access: Golden Hills Drive near Westridge 
intersection and accessible from Westridge trails. 
Acquired by the Town through the generosity of Beverly and 
Peter Lipman, local neighbors, and an Open Space 
Acquisition  Fund donation 

Herb Dengler Open Space 
Size: 11.7 acres located above the Hayfields  
Private Open Space  
Trails: 1-mile loop trail
Features: Shady trail leads through a redwood, 
fir, and hardwood forest with bay views.  
Access: Limited parking (2 vehicles) 0.4 mi 
up Hayfields Road or trail access from 
Portola Road and Larry Lane Trail  
A gift of the Kersten Family

Spring Down Open Space 
Size: 6 acres adjacent to Town Center 
Trails & Features: Undeveloped open space 
with open grasslands and a shaded pond. As 
a biotic feature, it attracts wildlife and could 
provide a natural history study area.  
Access: Parking at the Town Center 
Tennis Courts 
Acquired through the Town’s Open Space 
Acquisition Fund

Windy Hill Open Space 
Size: 1,132 acres 
Trails: 12 miles of trails 
Features: Grassland ridges, lush wooded ravines, 
and bay views. Picnic benches near Skyline Blvd. 
Access: Parking lot on Portola Road adjacent to 
the Sequoias and on Skyline Blvd 
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District lands entirely 
within Portola Valley’s boundaries

The Town’s principal open space advocate is the Open Space Acquisition Advisory Committee. This committee supports the preservation 
of the Town’s rural environment by advising the Town Council on all open space matters, by analyzing fund-raising mechanisms for 
acquiring open spaces, and by developing educational materials to foster public awareness. Visit the Open Space Acquisition Advisory 
Committee online at www.portolavalley.net
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