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Presentation Overview

• Current Regulations
• Impacts of Leaf Blowers
• Town Actions
• Incentive Program
• Next Steps 
• Questions and Comments
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Current Regulations

• Municipal Code gas-powered ban for January 
2021

• General Plan 
• Regulated under the Noise Ordinance

– Domestic Garden Tools
– Prohibited Sources of Noise – Leaf Blowers

• Noise impacts only
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Impacts of Leaf Blowers
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• Noise Pollution
• Air Pollution

– Fugitive Dust
– Carbon Monoxide
– Hydrocarbons



Noise
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• Measured by decibel
• Each increase of 10dB is twice the loudness, 

but ten times the “power”
• Gas powered leaf blowers range between 65-

80 dBa
• 8 hours of exposure to 80dBa meets many 

occupational hazard maximum levels
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Air Pollution
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• Fugitive dust
– Particulate matter
– Removal of top soil
– Respiratory illness and

lung damage @ PM10
– BAAQMD – “the air 

pollutant that poses 
by far the greatest 
health risk to Bay Area residents”



Air Pollution 
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• Carbon Monoxide and Hydrocarbons
– 2000 CARB report

– 2011 Edmunds report

– 2017 CARB rule proposal 



Town Actions

Town of Portola Valley 

• Outreach
• Ban of Gas-Powered models
• AGZA Workshop
• Revised Flier 



Incentive Program
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• Trade-in for Funds to Purchase Electric Model
• Gas-Powered Models Disposed of 
• Up to 50 Trade Ins
• Focused on Residential Purchases to be used 

by Gardeners



Next Steps

• Continued Outreach Over Next Year
• Second AGZA Workshop
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Questions and Comments
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