TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY
Trails and Paths Committee Meeting
Tuesday, August 17, 2021 8:15 AM

Special Videoconference Meeting via Zoom

SPECIAL VIDEOCONFERENCE MEETING AGENDA

Remote Meeting Covid-19 Advisory: On March 17, 2020, the Governor of California issued Executive
Order N- 29-20, suspending certain provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act in order to allow for local
legislative bodies to conduct their meetings telephonically or by other electronic means. Pursuant to
the statewide Shelter-In-Place Order issued by the Governor in Executive Order N-33-20 on March 19,
2020, and the CDC's social distancing guidelines which discourage large public gatherings, Portola
Valley Town Council meetings are being conducted electronically. The meeting is not available for in-
person attendance. Members of the public may attend the meeting by video or phone linked in this
agenda.

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://lusO6web.zoom.us/j/81600298534?2pwd=Z2GVTbGd6RzNHYXNiTOVvOkJMdDE4dz09

Meeting ID: 816 0029 8534
Password: 717010

To access the meeting by phone, dial:

1-699-900-6833
1-877-853-5247 (toll-free)

Mute/Unmute - press *6
Raise Hand - press *9

1. Call to Order
2. Oral/Community Communications
3. Approval of Minutes from July 20, 2021, meeting
4. Old Business
a. Trail Conditions and Work for July 2021: Howard Update/Discussion
b. Stanford Faculty Housing Subcommittee: Group — Update
c. Ordered list of trail mowing: Joe — Update
d. Trails and Paths ADU checklist items: Group - Update

5. New Business
a. Parks and Recreation Dog Park Proposal: Group - Discussion

6. Other Business

7. Adjournment


https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81600298534?pwd=ZGVTbGd6RzNHYXNiT0VvQkJMdDE4dz09

SPECIAL TRAILS AND PATHS COMMITTEE MINUTES — Tuesday, July 20, 8.15 am
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 8.15 am.

ROLL CALL: E. Ferrari, A. Doherty, B. Eckstein, S. Gold, J. Coleman, G. Hanning. C. Hughes, Town Council Liaison; H.
Young, Public Works Director; T. Coleman, Conservation Committee. Guests: Jane Bourne, Betsy Morganthaler,
Wanda Cavanaugh, Katherina Stromeyer, Rita Comes, Dan Quinn, Dudley Carson, Bob Turcott, Craig Sanders, Mary
Hufty and Danna Breen.

ORAL/COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS: Memo from John Donahue re. ADU’s in the Stanford project is attached.
It arrived too late to be included in today’s meeting. Betsy Morganthaler —concerned about debris on the Sequoia
trail and the plan from The Sequoias to clean it up. H. Young said the town gave permission to clean up debris on
the side of the trail. They are having the work done themselves. G. Hanning is awaiting the mitigation plan and the
Trails Committee will comment when we see it. Plan should include removing all debris and re-planting of native
plants, per Danna Breen.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: J. Coleman made a motion to approve the minutes of May 18, 2021, E. Ferrari seconded,
and all were in favor. Thanks to Teresa Coleman for taking them.

OLD BUSINESS:

a. Trail Conditions, Work, and Budget for May/June 2021 - Howard Update/Discussion: Mowing started
early. Fire mitigation crew is working on Westridge and Alpine Road (paid by the town) and our own crew.
PGE has started their own work clearing vegetation. Mowing has increased since spraying stopped.

1. Parking on trail at 160 Fawn: Update — Howard: 3 projects there. Sent Building Inspector out
many times. Howard talked to the project manager on a conference call and warned them that vehicles
will be ticketed and/or will shut project down. 160 Fawn project to finish shortly. G. Hanning thinks trail
can be closed so please refer to Trails Committee. B. Eckstein mentioned steel plates on trail for weeks, as
well as on Fawn. H. Young issued encroachment permit recently. C. Hughes: Need to follow up on these
permits to ensure trails are kept safe.

2. Homeowner sign on Hillbrook trail: Update — Howard: Keep getting complaints on this. H.
Young talked to owner and mentioned that this is a public trail easement through private property. H.
Young has come to the Trails Committee before re. people, horses and dogs wandering off town
easement. They are entitled to a No Trespassing sign on their property.

b. Woodside Fire Protection District Large Parcel Fire Mitigation: Gary Update/Discussion/Recommendation:
Working on ordinance to have large property owners, over 50 acres, to be submitted to Fire Dept at this
stage (i.e. Blue Oaks, the PV Ranch and the Neely property). Won’t come before Trails Committee. Gary
talked to Don Bollard re input from Trails Committee to work them into ordinance. Committee to think
about what our input should be, e.g. protection of trails and wildlife habitat. C. Hughes suggests a
member of the committee meet with him as his plan is formulated. Teresa Coleman —involve
Conservation Committee. Comments included fire mitigation, enhancing habitat, plan and execution. G.
Hanning will move forward. Suggests a check list prior to next meeting. H. Young said Judy Murphy was
involved with fire mitigation on the Sequoia trail.

c. PV Trail Map Subcommittee: group — Update/Scheduling — Will schedule and meet in person.

d. Alpine Trail Subcommittee: Group — Update/Scheduling — Will schedule meeting.



e. Stanford Faculty Housing Subcommittee: Group — Update —John Donahue working with Laura Russell to
schedule site tour for committees and Subdivision and Subcommittee for site visit.

f. Signage Request from PV Ranch: Group — Discussion/Recommendation — Problem persists with people
bringing dogs even though ranch people have talked to them. PV Ranch, at their own expense, want to
put up signs on Toyon and Old Spanish trails. Susan Gold questioned the wisdom of more signs as the
signs at Alpine Road/Willowbrook state clearly no dogs or bikes, as does the sign 20 yards up at the
junction of Toyon and Old Spanish trails. B. Eckstein suggests checking all websites to ensure they state
dogs are not permitted. B. Eckstein asks for the research that traffic has gone down since signs have been
erected. G. Hanning suggested putting up temporary signs for 6 months, and monitor statistics to see if it
is working. G. Hanning made a motion to place 2 temporary signs up for 6 months, J. Coleman seconded,
all were in favor.

NEW BUSINESS:

a. Request from Conservation Committee to Create Ordered List of Trail Mowing: Group — Discussion —
Already appointed one member from Conservation committee. Need someone from Trails committee.
Joe Coleman will volunteer. H. Young makes an effort to avoid wildflowers and times the fire mitigation.
Dan Quinn thanked Howard for careful trails clearing and saving the Indian Peak plant.

b. Trails and Paths Review of ADU applications: Gary — Discussion, Development of Checklist:
Recommendations — ADU’s are now approved in 30 days. Gary talked to Laura Russell about putting
items on an ADU checklist, i.e. is there a trail easement on subject property and is it on the plans ? We
don’t look at ADU’s and need to get to Laura quickly. Contact Gary if anyone wants to work with him
before our next meeting. This will be on the Agenda for next month. C. Hughes believes the 4 foot
setback is from the property line, not the trail. Thinks ADU’s are allowed to build right up to trail
easement. Screening could be used to push ADU’s back from trail. Already using ‘carrot and stick’
review. Gary wants all trails protected, deeded or permissive. Wants to work with the applicant to have
them understand and appreciate the trail system. Planning commission inserted the provision that
homeowner consult with Trails committee but the Town Council considered it a waste of time and
expense if ADU had to be moved. Bob Turcott thought this was covered in pre-application process. Gary
says the Trails’ review is only 1 or 2 days.

c. Closure of Alpine Canyon Trail: Group — Discussion: Trails committee never involved with this ADU.
Closure is in our purview. Incumbent on us to take every opportunity to formalize that trail, done
through Subdivision process. Need to work with property owners from Westridge. Suggest homeowners
along that trail engage with Trails committee. Possibly some sort of prescriptive easement there. Many
prescriptive easements exist in the Woodside/PV Fire District. If it had come to us before, we would
have told them a trail was there. Gary stressed importance of our trails, especially during this pandemic.
Wants to bring in residents with permissive easements on their properties as we are very respectful of
land use laws and are here to facilitate a solution. Feels the new residents of the Stanford development
would appreciate the efforts of this committee to support this trail. Per C. Hughes, apparently the Open
Space Committee has been considering acquiring easements and using its funds to cover legal costs, as
property is too expensive to acquire. This has been run by the town attorney. Mary Hufty said that the
former Fire Captain, Denise Enoa, had stressed the importance of the Canyon trail in the event of a fire.
Bob Turcott lives near the upper portion of Canyon and noted danger of objects flying downhill, as there
is human activity around the rim. Not acceptable to build trail within 25 feet of creek and suggest that
an alternative route should be considered, such as putting it on the other side of Canyon. Re. creek beds,



not sure of new rules governing trails by creeks. Gary Hanning will put be this on the Agenda for next
month.

Electric Bikes on Trails/Paths: Group — Discussion: No motorized vehicles allowed on our trails. Stress
safety element. Not allowed on Windy Hill. Bob Turcott says bikes still meet definition of ‘motorized
vehicles’, whether engaged or not. Gary will reach out to Kari Chinn re. getting word out on town
website.

2022 Horse Fair: group — Discussion: B. Eckstein says the Horse Fair will happen again, especially in view
of the many new residents in town who have not seen it. Will get date nailed down. Gary met with Dog
Park people. One of locations is where we hold the Horse Fair and the town picnic. Don’t see it moving
forward as it will be too near town trail. Conservation committee has concerns, too. Need to help them
find a new location.

B. Eckstein mentioned that there are black chips on the town trail at 170 Cherokee and it is hard to see
the trail. Check with homeowner to change.

OTHER BUSINESS:
None.
The meeting was adjourned at 10.50 am.



Sharon Hanlon

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: John D. Donahoe

To: Gary Hanning ; Laura Russell <lrussell@portolavalley.net>
Cc: Jeremy Dennis <jdennis@portolavalley.net>

Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021, 03:08:42 PM PDT

Subject: Portola Terrace project

Mr. Hanning:

| wanted to help clarify an erroneous statement reflected in the minutes of the last Portola Valley
Trails and Paths Committee that were just posted.

b. Stanford Wedge Project: G. Hanning has been working with J. Murphy (Conservation
Committee), L. Russell and J. Dennis. There will be joint Conservation/Trails and Paths meeting after
the Environmental Impact Report is received. Prior to the joint meeting, the Subcommittee (G.
Hanning, F. Leach, J. Coleman) will meet at the site (non-public meeting due to COVID restrictions).
R. Comes stated there will be four additional ADUs added to this project, bringing the total unit count
up to 43 from the previously proposed 39. She asked how will these additional ADUs affect the trails,
etc. G. Hanning stated he had not received this update so cannot comment.

| wanted to state for the record that our application does not propose any ADUs as part of our project,
nor have we ever considered ADUs to be a part of our project. This particular topic was covered in
some depth at a recent Planning Commission study session, and | believe Town staff did an excellent
job of explaining why it would be very difficult to add ADUs to our project. While this is clearly not a
“trails-related” concern, | thought | should address this topic since it is showing up in the committee’s
formal minutes.

| also want to report that | have been working closely with Laura Russell to develop a program where
we can safely host site tours for a variety of Town committees and the public. We expect to be able to
schedule those tours in the next few weeks.

Thank you

John D. Donahoe
Director, Planning and Entitlement

Stanford University
Stanford Real Estate
Broadway, 3rd Floor
Redwood City, CA 94063



MEMORANDUM

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY

TO: Trails and Paths Committee

FROM: Scott Weber, Maintenance Worker
Howard Young, Public Works Director

DATE: August 10, 2021

RE: Trail work for July 2021

Attached is the trail work recording form completed for July.
The total maintenance staff hours worked in July was 22 hours.
The total contracted staff hours worked July was 0 hours.

Total hours worked: 22 hours

Attachments: Trail Map
Work sheet

C:\Users\shanlon\AppData\Local\Packages\Microsoft.Office.Desktop_8wekyb3d8bbwe\AC\INetCache\Content.O
utlook\417UY 1AP\july 21 trail memo.doc



Trail Length Work Completed Date
Admiral Quilter 0.5 Cleared fallen tree 7-2
Alpine 3.0
Arroyo 1.6 Cleared fallen tree 7-2
Bay Laurel 0.5
Black Oak 0.8
Blue Oak 0.5 Cut dead tree over trail 7-29
Buckmeadow 0.5
Cervantes 1.3
Cherokee 0.2 Cut weeds 7-21
Coalmine 0.8 Repaired exposed rebar 7-27
Deer Path 0.7
Dwight Crowder 2.0
Eagle 0.6
Fawn 0.3
Fire Road 0.5
Firethorne 0.1
Georgia 0.3
Golden Hills 0.7
Golden Oak 0.2
Grove 0.6
Hay Forks 0.7
Hillbrook 0.4 Removed debri at Veronica connection 7-27
Indian Crossing 0.4
Iroquois 0.2
Lake 0.4
Larry Lane 15
Los Trancos 1.1
Los Trancos Rd 0.4
Meadowwood 0.4
Minoca 0.7
Nathorst 0.3
Old Spanish 1.9
Palmer 0.6 Cut weeds 7-21
Portola 2.3
Possum 0.2
Priory 0.5
Redberry 0.2
Sausal 0.6 Cut weeds, cleared debri 7-21
Sequoia 0.5
Shady 0.8
Shawnee 0.5
Sunrise 0.8 Cleared fallen trees 7-217
Sweet Springs 0.8
Toyon 2.4 Repaired exposed rebar 7-27
Veronica 0.2
Westridge
Willowbrook 0.8 Cut weeds 7-21
36.0
TOTAL miles

C:\Users\shanlon\AppData\Local\Packages\Microsoft.Office.Desktop_8wekyb3d8bbwe\AC\INetCache\Content.O
utlook\417UY1AP\july 21 trail memo.doc



Town of Portola Valley Trail Map
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