
 

 
TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY 

Conservation Committee Meeting 
 November 28, 2023 

7:00 PM 
 
 

Catherine Magill, Chair 
Judith Murphy, Vice Chair 
Teresa Coleman, Secretary 
Nona Chiariello, Member 
Paul Heiple, Member 
Marianne Plunder, Member 
Megan Richards, Member 
Dieter Walz, Member 
Joerg Zimmerman, Member 
 

VIRTUAL PARTICIPATION VIA ZOOM 
 

To access the meeting by computer: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83240616579?pwd=EXSzfe9AVblJCfyIkUMsJpqxD61oVj.1  

Webinar ID:  832 4061 6579 
 

Passcode: 831945 
 

To access the meeting by phone: 
1-669-900-6833 or 1-888-788-0099 (toll free) 
  

Mute/Unmute – Press *6 / Raise Hand – Press *9 

REGULAR MEETING 
HISTORIC SCHOOLHOUSE– 765 PORTOLA RD. – PORTOLA VALLEY, CA  

REMOTE MEETING ADVISORY: On March 1, 2023, all committees in Portola Valley will return to conducting in-
person meetings.  A Zoom link will be provided for members of the public to participate remotely; however, the Town 
cannot guarantee there will be no technical issues with the software during the meeting. For best public participation 
results, attending the meeting in-person is advised.  
 

ASSISTANCE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, 
please contact the Town Clerk at (650) 851-1700 or by email at towncenter@portolavalley.net.  Notification 48 hours 
prior to the meeting will enable the Town to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 
 

2.    ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
 Speakers' time is limited to three minutes. 
 

3.    APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
a. October 24, 2023 

 

4.    SITE PERMITS: 

a. 857 Westridge 

b. 302 Portola Rd. (Priory) 
 

5. TREE PERMITS:  
a. None 

 

6. OLD BUSINESS:  
a. Oversight of Town-owned properties - Updates (Committee) 

i. Town Center 

ii. Springdown 

iii. Frog Pond 

b. Committee / Town Cooperation 

i. Public Works (Magill) 

1. Corte Madera School oak trees 

ii. Update on advice to ASCC on adding Dittrichia removal to conditions of approval 

iii. Wildfire Preparedness Committee (Chiariello) 

iv. Open Space Committee (Chiariello) 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83240616579?pwd=EXSzfe9AVblJCfyIkUMsJpqxD61oVj.1
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v. Update on joint sub-committee regarding OS Maintenance budget (Chiariello) 

Appendix A. 

vi. Trails and Paths (Coleman) 

vii. Update on private trail building guidance 

c. Website sub-committee (Magill) 

d. Fence ordinance review (Plunder), Appendix B 

e. Bilingual flyers on invasives (Plunder) 

f. 2023 SOD Blitz summary (Magill) 

g. CC Routine Town Communications 

i. Kudos (Plunder) 

ii. Backyard Habitat (Plunder) 

iii. Tip of the Month (Magill) 

iv. What’s Blooming Now? (Magill) 

 

7. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Wildflower fund to bring back wildflowers to our Town (Hufty) 

 
8. ADJOURNMENT 

The next regularly scheduled meeting date is December 26, 2023, at 7:00 PM 
 

****************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
Land Acknowledgement: 
The Town of Portola Valley acknowledges the colonial history of this land we dwell upon—the unceded territory of the Ramaytush 
(rah-my-toosh) Ohlone, Tamien Nation, and Muwekma (mah-WEK-mah) Ohlone, who endured a human and cultural genocide that 
included removal from their lands and their sacred relationship to the land. Portola Valley recognizes that we profit from the 
commodification of land seized from indigenous peoples and now bear the ecological consequences. We seek to understand the 
impact of these legacies on all beings and to find ways to make repair. 
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TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY 
Conservation Committee Meeting 
October 24, 2023 
7:00 PM  
In-person Meeting  

  

CONSERVATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES - DRAFT 

 

1. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:13 PM 

 

Roll Call:  

Members present:  N. Chiariello T. Coleman, M. Plunder, C. Magill, D. Walz, J. Zimmermann  

Members absent: J. Murphy, M. Richards, 

Also present: M. Hufty (Town Councilmember liaison) 

Guests: none 

2. Oral Communications:  

N. Chiariello and D. Walz brought examples of blooming Epilobium canum (California fuchsia) to 

share with the Committee. These natives are very drought tolerant, are easy to hybridize and 

are commercially available (can be purchased through the nursery trade). 

3. Approval of Minutes for September 26, 2023: The minutes were approved unanimously (J. 

Zimmermann abstained). 

4. Site Permits 

none 

 

5. Tree Permits 

265 Canyon – approved (due to risk assessment). 

 

6. Old Business 

a. Presence and management of dittrichia on private property throughout Town 

M. Plunder discussed a  property on Westridge that  will be initiating construction activities within 

a few months. Dittrichia were observed on the property and initially the homeowners were not 

willing to remove it, however it was subsequently removed. M. Plunder wants the Committee to 

develop a resolution to have ASCC include language regarding dittrichia removal as a condition 

of their approval for submitted new residential construction or significant renovation plans. 

 

Action item: D. Walz to draft appropriate language for Committee consideration at the 

November meeting 
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N. Chiariello suggested since dittrichia presents a fire hazard it could be included in the Fire 

Inspection resolution and suggested a dialog be opened with WFPD and the ASCC to include 

dittrichia removal as part of the permit process. In addition, comments can be submitted to the 

draft fire ordinances currently under review. 

b. Los Trancos Creek (near Ford Field) 

C. Magill stated the owners of this property have been issued a stop work order (by Santa Clara 

County) due to several revisions being made to the plans without review or approval and 

additional grading activities immediately adjacent to the creek. N. Chiariello stated the Town of 

Portola Valley has a conservation easement on the Santa Clara county side of the creek 

extending 25 feet east from the center of the creek. D. Walz stated the Town and the County 

need to have engineers evaluate any proposed work near a creek as any resulting problems can 

easily be shifted downstream. M. Hufty stated she will bring this issue to the attention of the 

Town Council. D. W.az also stated there have been trucks and cars driving along the trail to 

access the road to the property, rather than using the roadway directly. 

 

Action item: T. Coleman to bring this issue to the Trails and Paths Committee’s attention. 

 

c. Oversight of Town-owned properties 

i. Frog Pond – no update 

ii. Springdown – no update. 

iii. Town Center – no update. 

iv. Shady Trail – M. Plunder talked with H. Young regarding the silting over of the trail. The Public 

Works department will be conducting inspections of the Town trails in November and will 

address issues at that time. 

 

d. Committee/Town Cooperation 

i. Public Works   

no additional update 

ii. Wildfire Preparedness – N. Chiariello stated draft ordinance 23-03 has been re-released so 

the subcommittee will need to review and respond. N. Chiariello has sent links to the new plant 

lists and defensible space documents to the new fire chief. 

iii. Open Space – (N. Chiariello) The Committee has not met since the last Conservation 

Committee meeting. The Open Space/ Conservation joint subcommittee has met twice and has 

proposed three recommendations: 

1. Town to revise Open Space maintenance accounting to provide for easier accounting 

method accessibility 

2.   Revise management of Fund 2024  to better manage income on the fund (currently 

<1.1%) 

3. The current year budget is bare boned for maintenance and needs to be managed to 

support the funds’ goals of conservation and habitat protection..  

iv. Trails and Paths – T. Coleman stated the Trails committee has been discussing the 

Hawthorns proposal relating to the proposed trails and also proposed parking and access to the 

site (potentially within the scenic corridor). In addition, there is an existing Conservation 

Easement for the property. 

 

e. CC Routine Town Communications 

i. Kudos (M. Plunder) – dittrichia removal 
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ii. Backyard habitat – (M. Plunder) no update  

iii. Tip of the Month (C. Magill) – addressing drainage and clearing of culverts 

iv. What’s Blooming Now? (C. Magill) – berries, toyon 

 

7. New Business  

a. SOD blitz – C. Magill will attend the November 13th meeting  

Adjournment: 8:31 pm 

 

Date & Time of Next Meeting:  Tuesday November  28, 2023 at 7:00 pm  
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From:   Joint subcommittee from the Conservation Committee (CC) and Open Space Committee (OSC) on the 
maintenance budget for Town-owned open space in FY2024 

To:   Portola Valley Town Council 
Date:  November 6, 2023 
 

On June 27, 2023 the Portola Valley Town Council reduced the budget for maintenance of Town-owned 
open space by more than half, from $94,000 in FY2023 to $44,000 in FY2024, and decided that the maintenance 
budget would be “supported by the open space fund rather than the general fund at a maximum of 10% of the 
projected Utility User Tax revenue” (meeting transcript, 7:33:54PM).   

Our joint CC & OSC subcommittee was convened to advise on how to prioritize open space maintenance 
within the $44,000, and whether to tap the open space UUT more deeply in this crisis year.  Over the course of 
two meetings (8/14/2023 and 10/16/2023) and hours of studying Town finances, we became convinced of the 
need for a broader discussion of the goals and finances of open space acquisition, preservation, and 
maintenance, now and for years to come.  We offer three recommendations toward such a discussion.  We 
realize that our findings are just a piece of a large and complicated financial reckoning that you have 
undertaken.  We thank you and hope our findings are useful. 
 
1. Revise open space maintenance accounts to provide more detailed, accessible information. 

Making hard choices about what open space maintenance to continue and what to defer during this 
budget crisis requires information that has not been readily available, such as the cost and frequency of mowing 
and weeding for the three main open spaces during the past few years.  We understand that the FY2024 budget 
will cover, at most, basic maintenance at Spring Down, Frog Pond, and Ford Open Space.  Given our limited 
information and flexibility, we recommend allocating the $44,000 to basic maintenance and not drawing further 
on UUT revenue.  Going forward, however, such information is important, whether or not there is a financial 
crisis.  We propose that the Town create a mechanism to make that information on open space operations and 
expenses more easily accessible, such as a separate account. 

 
2. Revise the management of Fund 204, with a goal of improving the income on the Fund. 

 Given the size and historic nature of this year’s cuts, we examined more closely the Open Space Fund 
(204) within the Final Proposed budget for FY2024.  Reported revenues to Fund 204 raised two issues (Appendix 
A).  First, it appears that the Open Space Fund earned 1.1% last year, or less.  Second, although the Council 
capped the FY2024 maintenance budget at 10% of projected open space UUT revenue, the dollar amount 
($44,000) appears to be 10% of the combined UUT Revenue ($355,047) and earnings of Fund 204 ($81,578 + 
$1,000).  We feel the Town’s investment policy and management of Funds need to change and become more 
transparent, urgently.  Growing and stewarding the Open Space Fund could transform many hard choices. 

 

3. Stay true to the vision and promise of the Open Space Fund because it is increasingly vital. 

 The Town has repeatedly affirmed that the purpose of the open space UUT is to grow the Open Space 
Fund in order to acquire and preserve open space (Appendix B).  If the benefits provided by open space are to 
be shared by all future residents and sustain local wildlife, open space must remain a priority even in challenging 
financial conditions.  Future priority projects could be diverse, ranging from new linkages—trails and wildlife 
corridors—that connect existing open spaces and compensate for reductions in “backyard habitat” due to fuel 
reduction and additional housing, to larger properties that form new environmental legacies.  The Town must be 
able to mobilize when potential open spaces become available.   
 
Respectfully,  
Nona Chiariello (CC, OSC), Betsy Morgenthaler (OSC), Judy Murphy (CC), Gary Nielsen (OSC), and Marianne 
Plunder (CC); members, Joint Subcommittee on maintenance budget for Town-owned open space in FY2024 



APPENDIX B 

2 
 

 
APPENDIX A:  Revenues table from https://stories.opengov.com/portolavalleyca/published/nhFUT4wc9.  We 
have three questions (questions match numbered arrows): 

1. Is the $355,047 in revenue to Fund 204 from “Charges for Services” or is this the open space UUT 
revenue (i.e., should this entry be moved down one cell in the table)? 

2. Is the $81,578 in revenue to Fund 204 from “Use of Money & Property” the income on the Open Space 
Fund?  Based on estimated and projected Fund 204 totals of $7,627,877 in 2021-22 and $8,065,502 in 
2022-23 (as recorded in https://stories.opengov.com/portolavalleyca/published/rquTng-Gj), can we 
conclude that the income on the Fund was <1.1%? 

3. What is the source of the $1,000 in “Miscellaneous Revenue” to Fund 204? 
 

 

 
 
APPENDIX B.  Statements (bolding is added) from the history of the UUT (https://www.portolavalley.net/town-
government/town-finance/portola-valley-s-utility-users-tax)  
 
“…Revenues received under the 2% Utility Users’ Tax will be exclusively appropriated and expended for the 
Open Space Acquisition Fund” 
https://www.portolavalley.net/town-government/town-finance/portola-valley-s-utility-users-tax :  See item 2, 
Adopted Policy on Expenditure Restrictions for UUT Revenues (09-28-05) 
 
“…UUT revenue ….The intent of this revenue is to acquire and improve land for preservation as open space. In 
any one year, the open space UUT is insufficient to provide for the acquisition of land in Portola Valley. 
Therefore, the funds are put into a reserve for future use. Given that the sole intent of these funds is to 
eventually purchase a capital asset (land) and possibly make improvements to that land for preservation as 
open space, this revenue is exempt from the Limit as a reserve for future capital outlay.” 
https://www.portolavalley.net/town-government/town-finance/portola-valley-s-utility-users-tax :  See item 4, 
Memo to Council on Appropriations Limit (06-12-13) 
 
“Why Portola Valley needs the UUT: ….The open space UUT provides approximately $245,000 per year towards 
a capital reserve fund to pay for the acquisition and preservation of open space in Portola Valley.” 
https://www.portolavalley.net/town-government/town-finance/portola-valley-s-utility-users-tax  
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