
TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY 
Open Space Committee Meeting 

 February 1, 2024 
5:00 PM 

Ticien Sassoubre, Chair 
Betsy Morgenthaler,Vice Chair 
Nona Chiariello, Secretary 
Gary Nielsen, Member 
Beverly Lipman, Member 
Terry Lee, Member 

VIRTUAL PARTICIPATION VIA ZOOM 

To access the meeting by computer: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81834108211?pwd=iujChdU3AiCydXolsPz8Obzj3BdLWx.1 

Webinar ID:  818 3410 8211 

Passcode: 925662 

To access the meeting by phone: 
1-669-900-6833 or 1-888-788-0099 (toll-free)

Mute/Unmute – Press *6 / Raise Hand – Press *9

REGULAR MEETING 
HISTORIC SCHOOLHOUSE– 765 PORTOLA RD. – PORTOLA VALLEY, CA  

REMOTE MEETING ADVISORY: On March 1, 2023, all committees in Portola Valley will return to conducting in-
person meetings.  A Zoom link will be provided for members of the public to participate remotely; however, the Town 
cannot guarantee there will be no technical issues with the software during the meeting. For best public participation 
results, attending the meeting in-person is advised.  

ASSISTANCE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, 
please contact the Town Clerk at (650) 851-1700 or by email at towncenter@portolavalley.net.  Notification 48 hours 
prior to the meeting will enable the Town to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 

1. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL

2. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA
Speakers' time is limited to three minutes.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
- Minutes from November 2, 2023

4. OLD BUSINESS:

- Hawthorns Update
- Jelich Ranch sale, future opportunities, and appropriate uses for the Open Space Acquisition Fund
- Open Space maintenance spending

5. NEW BUSINESS:

- committee leadership
- Town Advisory Committees, some restructuring ahead

6. ADJOURNMENT

******************************************************************************************************************* 
Land Acknowledgement:   

The Town of Portola Valley acknowledges the colonial history of this land we dwell upon—the unceded territory of 
the Ramaytush (rah-my-toosh) Ohlone, Tamien Nation, and Muwekma (mah-WEK-mah) Ohlone, who endured a 
human and cultural genocide that included removal from their lands and their sacred relationship to the 
land. Portola Valley recognizes that we profit from the commodification of land seized from indigenous peoples 
and now bear the ecological consequences. We seek to understand the impact of these legacies on all beings and 
to find ways to make repair. 
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TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY 
Open Space Committee Meeting 
Thursday, Nov 2, 2023 7:00PM 
 
IN-PERSON, SPECIAL MEETING 

  

DRAFT 

OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  7:15PM 

a. Members present – Ticien Sassoubre (chair), Nona Chiariello, Terry Lee, Bev 

Lipman, Betsy Morgenthaler, Gary Nielsen, Council Liaison Craig Taylor 

2. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA:  

Danna Breen joined by zoom and informed the committee that individuals from all 

the town committees had joined her on a tour of the Jelich Ranch property.  Danna 

said it is important for the town to acquire this property.  She called on Open Space 

to support acquisition, which might involve a complicated set of transactions.   

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

a.    Minutes from August 3, 2023.  Betsy made a motion to approve; Gary seconded.  

All voted in favor. 

4. OLD BUSINESS 

a.   OS website update 

 Gary reported that Kari Chin really knows how to assemble a website, so Gary is 

working with her on adding descriptions of Spring Down, Frog Pond, and Ford Field 

to the website.  They are making progress.  Ticien is working on updating the posting 

of minutes. 

   

b. Hawthorns subcommittee update 

Bev Lipman and Betsy Morgenthaler reported on the October 26 meeting of the 

Public Access Working Group of the Hawthorns Area of Windy Hill.  They described 

the meeting as a terrific and productive meeting, and a positive example of process. 

Topics included draft parking and driveway design options, internal connections, 

trailheads, trail uses, and local and regional connectivity.  They specifically 

mentioned that access from Los Trancos Road has issues of bad visibility and road 

condition; that there will be no dog park; that a bench is a possibility.   

 

Betsy circulated a draft of a letter that Open Space could send to the PAWG which: 

 

(i) Urges Midpen to accelerate the granting of an easement in favor of the Town 

of Portola Valley for the purpose of shifting the Alpine Road Trail upslope from 

the current trail and away from Alpine Road to increase safety and serve 

more users.  This recommendation aligns with the perspective of other groups 

and could be accelerated relative to overall PAWG process. 
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(ii) Recommends that the two parcels (the larger 66-ac parcel and the 13-ac 

historic parcel) be reviewed in a coordinated way, rather than separately, so 

that interrelationships within the entire property can be considered. 

(iii) Supports the Trails and Paths Committee recommendation for trail layouts 

and trail connections, in alignment with the Town’s General Plan Objectives 

for Trails and Paths. 

 

Betsy emphasized that committees work best when the work together.   

 

Ticien said she could append an opening paragraph and a closing paragraph to 

Betsy’s letter, and Betsy agreed.  Gary made a motion for the committee to send the 

completed letter to the PAWG with a copy to the town.  Bev seconded the motion.  All 

voted in favor. 

 

c.   Maintenance subcommittee update and prospective maintenance policy 

recommendations. 

Nona presented, with input from Betsy and Gary, on the joint subcommittee’s 

recommendations regarding how to prioritize open space maintenance within the 

current budget of $44,000, and whether to tap the open space UUT more deeply for 

maintenance funds, given the current year’s financial straits.  Over the course of two 

meetings the subcommittee agreed that there wasn’t sufficient budget information to 

justify drawing more deeply on the Open Space Fund, and they became convinced of 

the need for a broader discussion of the goals and finances of open space 

acquisition, preservation, and maintenance, now and for years to come.  Nona 

reported that it appears that the Open Space Fund currently earns 1.1% or less per 

year.  Budget decisions would be easier if the Fund earned more. 

 

Nona described the subcommittee’s recommendations to the Council:   revise open 

space maintenance accounts to provide more detailed, accessible information; revise 

the management of Fund 204, with a goal of improving the income on the Fund; stay 

true to the vision and promise of the Open Space Fund because it is increasingly 

vital.   

 

Members expressed concern and frustration that the Fund has been earning so little.  

Craig Taylor advised members that they should communicate their concerns to the 

Council because finances are front and center before the Council currently, and the 

November 8 Council meeting will be a finance meeting.  Terry Lee said he planned to 

draft a letter to the Council; the joint CC & OSC subcommittee will submit their report 

to the Council before the November 8 meeting. 

 

In addition, Craig and Ticien proposed contacting Public Works to get more 

information on open space maintenance costs.  Nona said Catherine Magill (chair of 

Conservation) should be included because the subcommittee is joint between the 

two committees.  Craig and Ticien agreed. 

 

Danna Breen commented that the importance of the Open Space Fund is 

demonstrated by Jelich Ranch, and that acquiring the property for the town would 

require aggressive, creative thinking. Members suggested that a description of 

opportunities and options would be helpful.  Betsy made a motion that Gary and 

Ticien draft a vision statement for Jelich along the lines of vision statements that 

Gary has written previously.  Nona seconded the motion.  It was approved 

unanimously.  
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5. NEW BUSINESS  

a.   Primary use of Open Space Funds 

(deferred to the next meeting) 

 

6.  MEXT MEETING:  Dec 7, 2023 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT – 9:04PM 
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TOWN CENTER 

BUDGETED FOR 2020-21, still needs completing 

*Kabcinell Meadow: Large woody Ceanothus was killed when it was coppiced.   The dead trunk and big roots 

should be dug out and replaced with a Salvia ‘Allen Chickering’.  It is a sun and drought-tolerant native 

that grows to 4’x4’ feet high when mature.  It will require monthly supplemental watering the first 2 

years. 

Order 

Common Name Sci Name Number Size 

Allen Chickering sage Salvia ‘Allen Chickering’ 1 1 gal 

*Coppice the coyote brush in area H and nearby that was not done last year.  Still needs doing – Judy can 

walk with Justin and mark. The ones hard coppiced last year are coming back nicely. 

REQUESTED FOR FY 2023-24 

Restore beds #8 and 21 (see brochure) 

1. Bed #8 - Rejuvenate: 

a. Remove invasive mock strawberry, non-native iris, thistles, privet, fleabane, sedge and 

blackberry. 

b. Leave the Western Sword Fern, Salvia, Elderberry, Gooseberry and Seaside Daisy 

c. Fall 2023 Plant seedlings of natives.  This area gets more water than most beds because of 

field runoff. Blue-eyed grass, Monkey Flower and Douglas Iris will do well here.  - CC will 

seed Milkweed here after other work done by Town. 

Order: 

Common Name Sci Name Number Size 

Blue Eyed Grass Sisyrinchium Bellum 16 4” or 1 gal 

Sierra monkey flower Diplacus auranticus 6 1 gal 

Douglas Iris Iris douglasiana 16 4” 

 

2. Bed #21 - Rejuvenate: This meadow is now largely invasive grass, especially the southern 2/3.   

a. Continue weed whacking before weedy grasses go to seed, but add an additional - to three 

time a year  

b. Fall 2023 add specimen shrubs, avoiding paths of use. 

Order: 

Common Name Sci Name Number Size 

Chaparral mallow Malacothamnus fasciculatus   2 1 gal 

Fremont’s Bush mallow Malacothamnus fremontii   3 1 gal 

Chaparral currant Ribes malvaceum  2 1 gal” 

Red-flowered buckwheat Eriogonum grande var. rubescens 3 1 gal 

Allen Chickering sage Salvia ‘Allen Chickering’ 1 1 gal 

 

3.  Oak Grove maintenance: 

a.  Largest heritage oak needs special attention and protection.  We need to prevent foot traffic - It is 

important to prevent further compaction under the canopy.  it is very difficult to change 

informal usage patterns, but in this case is worth considerable effort.  
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i. Install a short rustic fence along the edge of the parking lot -between the end of parking spaces 

and the light   

ii. Mulch area to obscure old path of use. 

 

4 .   Beds along north side of tennis courts remain bare where dead plants removed 2+ years ago.   

a.  Remove several struggling existing plants, minimally refresh soil with compost, repair irrigation and 

install new plants in the fall.   

Order: 

Common Name Sci Name Number Size 

Coffee berry Rhamnus ‘Seaview Improved’   3 1 gal 

Beardtongue Penstemon ‘Blue Springs’   5 1 gal 

Coyote mint Monardella villosa  3 1 gal 

Red-flowered buckwheat Eriogonum grande var. rubescens 4 1 gal 

* The recommended plants were chosen to be the appropriate size for the site, thereby minimizing 

maintenance hours. 

After planting, mulch entire bed. Existing ceanothus require almost no water; new plants will need 

supplemental water for the first 2 summers. 

Conservation Committee responsibility 

In Fall/winter CC volunteers will: 

• trim back the Sambucus that crowds the Buckeye near Community Hall building,  

• trim back the wild rose near the bridge,  

• cut back all the leggy Artemesia on site. 
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CALENDAR 

Work Plan for 2023-24 

  

September/October – Dig invasives and dead/dying plants out of tennis court bed, beds #8 and #21. Add 

minimal compost to beds. Repair irrigation as needed. Order plants. 

  

October/November - Plant requested natives in tennis court bed, beds #8 and #21 and in Kabcinell meadow. 

CC will help with placement. 

  

January/February/March – Protect large heritage Oak – build fence, obscure path of use with mulch. 

  

April/May/June – Bed #21 Grassland mowing – request three times to reduce seed maturation. Fall planted 

natives will need mulching and supplemental water all through summer and until rains begin again in fall 

2023. 

 

PLANT ORDER: 

  

Common Name Scientific Name Number Size 

Chaparral mallow Malacothamnus fasciculatus   2 1 gal 

Fremont’s Bush mallow Malacothamnus fremontii   3 1 gal 

Chaparral currant Ribes malvaceum  2 1 gal” 

Red-flowered buckwheat Eriogonum grande var. rubescens 7 1 gal 

Allen Chickering sage Salvia ‘Allen Chickering’ 2 1 gal 

Coffee berry Rhamnus ‘Seaview Improved’   3 1 gal 

Beardtongue Penstemon ‘Blue Springs’   5 1 gal 

Coyote mint Monardella villosa  3 1 gal 

Blue Eyed Grass Sisyrinchium Bellum 16 4” or 1 gal 

Sierra monkey flower Diplacus auranticus 6 1 gal 

Douglas Iris Iris douglasiana 16 4” 
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ACTION PLAN for Springdown Open Space 2023-2024 
 

Conservation Committee will visit the site monthly to monitor.  We work closely with and make 

recommendations to Public Works about the optimum timing of implementing the items in the 

maintenance plan and any necessary specific additional tasks. 

 

Remains to be done– already budgeted. fiscal year 2020-21, carried forward to 2022-3 

1. Along Portola Road Trail leave the existing old wooden uprights which have 

historical esthetic value and are an aid to horses on the trail.  As repairs needed, 

replace the metal stake fence with a simple wooden top crossbar fence of 

weathered wood to match existing. 

2. Continue thinning the overgrown shrubbery along the fence between Portola 

Road Trail and Spring Down path.  Remove small oaks and shrubs as they 

appear to preserve open view of hills. Several large dead Myrica bushes need 

removal. Several small oaks growing up in the Myrica need removal. Several 

large old coyote brush should be coppiced down to 1foot. CC Volunteers have 

done some of this and will continue to work here. 

3. Install a live trail camera focused on the pond with live feed to the Town’s web 

site. Finalize details of connectivity and streaming. 

 

Fiscal year 2023-4  

Requests for Public Works – costs to be estimated by Howard 

 

1. Items from above if not completed. 

2. Continued emphasis on increasing the beauty of the meadow and improving habitat 

conditions. Focus on weed control with strategic mowing, weed whacking and hand 

weeding. Maintain existing schedule of 4-5/year repeated mowing and hand weeding. 

3. Remove a few redwood branches to open access to the barn owl box. 

4. Identify with precision where property line is between Spring Down and White property. 

There is a large heritage oak along that line that would benefit from clearing underneath 

and arborist pruning. If oak on Town property, clear beneath and arborist prune. If on 

White property or straddles, work with them to get permission to do this work. 

5. Signage at each entrance re keep dogs on leash. Trash can at entrance. 

6. Consider ROW frontage along Portola Road as part of greater Spring Down area and 

increase maintenance accordingly.   

a. Mow weeds late winter, late spring and summer.  

b. Take measures to prevent Eucalyptus re-sprouting 

c. Remove small shrubs and oaks as they appear to preserve open view to hills. 

 

TIMELINE: 

As time allows – Signage – keep dogs on leash. 

-  treat Eucalyptus stumps to prevent suckering. 

- Clearly identify property line between SDOS and Whites’ 
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Fall –   1. spread seed of Lupin and Tidy Tips in mosaic as rains start. (CC will do.) No need for 

seed purchase. 

2. Clearly identify property line between SDOS and Whites’ 

  If on Town property, clear beneath and arborist prune heritage oak. 

  If on White property, work with them to clean up this area. 

3.remove a few redwood tree branches to open up access to owl box. 

  

 

Late winter – Begin mowing and weeding to decrease invasives and favor wildflowers. Follow 

established calendar for repeated mowings. Machine mow outside of circular path. Weed whack 

inside of circular path always at 8 inches, except for last (July) mowing when can machine mow 

all low to ground. See attached Map and Calendar. 

 -install trail cam focused on the pond before nesting season begins. 

 

PURCHASE: No materials requested this year 

 

Going forward after 2023-4 

1. Continue a strategic yearly maintenance schedule that will minimize the re-emergence of 

weedy invasives and encourage wildflower meadow to thrive. 

2. Maintain the more generous view windows from the street to the western hills that has 

been created to enhance the Scenic Corridor.  There is a tendency for brush, weeds and 

squirrel planted oaks to fill in open areas and obstruct this view.  
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Triangle Park Action Plan 2023-2024 
 
Routine maintenance and recent fire prevention thinning have Triangle Park in good shape. 
 
Recommended improvements for 2023-2024 
 

1. Dead branches of toyon – coppice back severely.  Will regrow fuller. 
2. Juniper dead/dying at driveway – REMOVE Entirely including roots.  Replace next fall 

with native low ground cover or shrub. CC can plant. 
3. Remove this coyote brush and any others staff sees. 
4. Remove several cotoneaster – cut down to ground. 
5. Cut Resprouting valley oak severely down to trunk to liberate toyon. 
6. Cut back sprouts of several Resprouting oaks near feature oak. 
7. Watch this flowering cherry/plum in spring.  Unless it flowers beautifully, remove the 

whole thing.  It is in bad shape and merely pruning won’t save it. 
8. Remove small bay tree from cluster of oaks. 

 
 
 

 
 
To Purchase: 
5 gallon native low growing shrub (Ceanothus or Manzanita to be chosen by CC)  #2 
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