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                                                        AGENDA 
 
 
 

1. Call To Order 
 

2. Oral Communications 
 

3. Approve minutes of the 9/27/16 meeting  
 

4. Report from ASCC Chair 
 

5. Report from BPTS Chair 
 

6. Further follow up discussion items concerning roadside parking on Portola Road at Windy 
Hill Preserve 
 

7. Review and discuss attachments as needed 
 

8. Recommended actions or recommendation to the Town Council 
 

9. Adjournment 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
Minutes 9/27/16 
MROSD 1991 Conditional Use Permit and memo 
Proposed approximate signage layout diagram 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY 
Ad-Hoc Committee for Seasonal Roadside Parking 
on Portola Road at Windy Hill Preserve 

Wednesday, October 12, 2016 – 8:15 AM 

Historic Schoolhouse 

765 Portola Road, Portola Valley, CA  94028 



                     
 
    
 
 

                                                       Draft Minutes 
 
 

1. Call To Order 8:15am 
Dave Ross, ASCC Chair   Ed Holland, BPTS Chair 
Gary Nielsen, Police Commissioner Christina Corpus, Sheriff Lieutenant 
Jeff Seymour, Sheriff Deputy  Todd Finado, Sheriff Deputy 
Craig Hughes, Council Liaison / Vice Mayor 
Howard Young, Public Works Director 
Guests:  
Chris Barresi, Mid-Peninsula Open Space District, Skyline Area Superintendent 
Richard Merk, Resident  

 

2. Oral Communications 
Resident Richard Merk brought up the history of the Windy Hill parking lot when 
it was first proposed and that it was supposed to be twice as big. He pointed out 
that the Town should research the documents of why the lot is 50% less in size. 
He also indicated that this is a Mid-peninsula open space problem not the 
Towns.  

 

3. Review assigned scope of Ad-Hoc Committee 
Vice Mayor Hughes and Public Works Director Young reviewed the scope of the 
Committee per the 8/10/16 Town Council meeting minutes. 

 
 

4. Background update concerning seasonal roadside parking on Portola 

Road at Windy Hill Preserve 
Public Works Director Young reviewed the attached Council memo and other 
background information. No accidents or issues were recently noted to date. 
 
Sheriff Deputies indicated no issues observed to date nor tickets issued. 
 
MROSD Superintendent Barresi indicated he has not seen issues here and 
noted that parking is a common issue at their parks.  
 
Police Commissioner Nielsen reviewed his observations from 3 years ago. 
Indicated that cars are lower this month and agrees with the observations of the 
Sheriff Deputies and has not seen an issue lately.   
 

Draft unapproved minutes  

 
TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY 
Ad-Hoc Committee for seasonal roadside parking on 
Portola Road at Windy Hill Preserve 
Tuesday, September 27, 2016 – 8:15 AM 
Historic Schoolhouse 
765 Portola Road, Portola Valley, CA  94028 



ASCC Chair Ross expressed the ASCC views pointing out that this is not really a 
large problem. Indicating that a 10 hour a week problem vs signs being posted 
there 168 hours a week. The ASCC is against additional signs.  
 

 

5. Field trip to site (if needed) 
Not required 
 

6. Discussion concerning action or signage to address seasonal roadside 

parking on Portola Road at Windy Hill Preserve 
Public Works Director Young reviewed existing conditions via projector slides, 
existing signage on road, temporary signs placed, standards from the Manual of 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), and sign samples from the MUTCD.  
 
ASCC Chair Ross asked the question “Is this really a problem?” It’s not really a 
large problem, maybe 10 hours a week, but any proposed signs would be there 
168 hours a week. It appears to be an aesthetic issue vs a time issue. The 
ASCC views additional signs as horrifying and is against it. The size of problem 
may not merit the number and size of signs. That signs are less obtrusive to 
drivers but more obtrusive to walkers and residents. 
 
Deputy Seymour indicated that potentially an ordinance can be created to restrict 
parking in the area as other jurisdictions have done. He has not received any 
complaints concerning this issue. 
 
BPTS Chair Holland indicated that solutions can be experimental and can be 
back peddled  
 
Vice Mayor Hughes indicated that there is an issue with the Committee and staff 
members having to take the large temporary A-Frame signs out for every 
weekend.  
 
Public Works Director Young indicated that whatever signs are placed, that they 
have to be obvious to drivers to be fairly enforced. 
 
ASCC Chair Ross indicated that the existing Windy Hill parking lot is inefficient 
and if it can be made more efficient with marking the spots. 
 
Chris Barresi of MROSD indicated that the lot is gravel and spots are not 
marked, that the newer lots they have are paved. MROSD is very busy now and 
any potential capital improvement projects may wait 5+ before they even thought 
about it. In addition, they would not be able to take the temporary A-Frame signs 
out due to scheduling although they would be willing to assist in enforcement.  
 
Vice Mayor Hughes discussed checking MROSD’s conditional use permit as it 
relates to providing enough parking. 



 
The group discussed and focused on “No parking on Pavement” (aka R25 sign 
from MUTCD) vs “No Parking signs”. No Parking signs would require further 
studies to determine where parking would be forced to move, creating other 
problems. The group agreed that “No Parking signs” should not be considered at 
this time. The group reviewed “No Parking on Pavement” sign options.  
 
ASCC Chair Ross discussed the possibility of installing a bike lane for a short 
section. It was pointed out that additional signage and legends would have to 
accompany that. 
 
Vice Mayor Hughes began discussion and layout of the “No Parking on 
Pavement” R25 signs on the chalk board. The group agreed that signs should 
only be considered on the East side of Portola Road and the Westside (Windy 
Hill side) should remain unchanged.  

 

7. Recommended actions  
The following was a discussion of recommendations for consideration and follow 
up items  

 
A. General note to work with MROSD to work on the parking situation with 

respect to their Conditional use permit. 
B. Remove the 2 temporary signs and 1 large sign 

Install 2 – R25 signs at the 2 edges of the problem area on the east side of 
Portola Road. No changes on the Westside of Portola Road 

C. Public Works Director Young to investigate “Park off Pavement” legends 
painted in the surface of the asphalt road shoulder. This is an optional item 
that staff will research but this item can wait.  

D. Concerning the R25 signs, if in the Town Attorneys opinion if they can be 
brown and white with or without an ordinance, then we should make them 
brown. 

E. If they have to be black/white, then ok but brown/white is preferred.  
 
Other follow up items: 
Rendering of sign 
Town municipal code should cover the enforcement of the signs, if an ordinance 
is needed, that can be done at a later date as well as addressing any sign height 
requirement.  

 

8. Next steps or meeting date: October 12, 2016 at 8:15am 

 

9. Adjournment 9:50am 
 
 
 

 

 









































A, B, C: Existing large signs (A fixed, B&C temporary/movable) to be removed
D, G: Existing "No parking" brown/white signs to remain in existing locations
E, F: Two new small "PARK OFF PAVEMENT" signs, R25 from the manual to be installed.  If these can be brown & 
white and still citable by sheriff, then brown and white; if not than black and white per the manual is acceptable 
as a fall‐back.
No other changes to the signage on the Windy Hill side of the road (the signs in the parking lot, etc.)

Rough and approx. chalk board diagram from meeting


